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Australia’s national identity "has always been contested" (Wignam, 1994:38). However, some images of Australianness
'have proliferated more widely than others' (Taylor, 2000:179). The most prominent and "resilient of national types has
been the bushman" (Zatakis, 1977:66). After first appearing in the art and literature of late colonial Australia,
consolidated and modified by the ANZAC mythology of C.E.W. Bean, filmed by George Chauvel and Peter Weir,
embodied by Bradman and Waugh, beloved of John Howard and Bob Carr, the figure of the bushman still holds centre
stage in debates about Australianness despite his irrelevance to most Australians' everyday lives (Strauss, 1999: 1).
Indeed,attempts to produce other national imaginaries like, for example, multiculturalism, have in the last decade lost
ground to a resurgent Australian legend" (Wetherall, 2003:71).
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